What is That to Thee? Follow Thou Me
John 21:22 KJV

Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me.

1. Why me? Why not?
2 Thess 2:13

But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God
from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth,

2 Chr 16:9

For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of
those whose heart is loyal to Him. In this you have done foolishly; therefore from now on you shall have
wars.”

Heb 12:6-8

For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom He receives.” 7 If you endure
chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8
But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not
sons.

1 Cor 3:16-17
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1 Cor 6:19

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own?

James 1:12

Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown
of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

James 5:11

Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the
end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.

1 Pet 1:7

that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is
tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,
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Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone
defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are.

2. How do I go about it?
Heb 12:1-2

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

James 4:8

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded.

Josh 1:8-9
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Phil 1:6

being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the
day of Jesus Christ;
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This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that
you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage;
do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”
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3. Where do I go from here?
Psa 25:5

Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; on You I wait all the day.

Psa 143:10

Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God; Your Spirit is good. Lead me in the land of uprightness.

Rev 12:10

Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God,
and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our
God day and night, has been cast down.

1 Cor 10:13

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of
escape, that you may be able to bear it.

Deut 31:6

Be strong and of good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of them; for the LORD your God, He is the One
who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.”

4. How long does it take?
James 1:3-4
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knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work, that
you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

2 Pet 1:6

to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness,

2 Cor 12:9

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
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